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(a) A strong commitment by Federal 
agency and non-Federal entity leader-
ship to program integrity; 

(b) Federal agencies strengthening 
partnerships and working coopera-
tively with non-Federal entities and 
their auditors; and non-Federal enti-
ties and their auditors working coop-
eratively with Federal agencies; 

(c) A focus on current conditions and 
corrective action going forward; 

(d) Federal agencies offering appro-
priate relief for past noncompliance 
when audits show prompt corrective 
action has occurred; and 

(e) Federal agency leadership sending 
a clear message that continued failure 
to correct conditions identified by au-
dits which are likely to cause improper 
payments, fraud, waste, or abuse is un-
acceptable and will result in sanctions. 

§ 200.26 Corrective action. 
Corrective action means action taken 

by the auditee that: 
(a) Corrects identified deficiencies; 
(b) Produces recommended improve-

ments; or 
(c) Demonstrates that audit findings 

are either invalid or do not warrant 
auditee action. 

§ 200.27 Cost allocation plan. 
Cost allocation plan means central 

service cost allocation plan or public 
assistance cost allocation plan. 

§ 200.28 Cost objective. 
Cost objective means a program, func-

tion, activity, award, organizational 
subdivision, contract, or work unit for 
which cost data are desired and for 
which provision is made to accumulate 
and measure the cost of processes, 
products, jobs, capital projects, etc. A 
cost objective may be a major function 
of the non-Federal entity, a particular 
service or project, a Federal award, or 
an indirect (Facilities & Administra-
tive (F&A)) cost activity, as described 
in Subpart E—Cost Principles of this 
Part. See also §§ 200.44 Final cost objec-
tive and 200.60 Intermediate cost objec-
tive. 

§ 200.29 Cost sharing or matching. 
Cost sharing or matching means the 

portion of project costs not paid by 
Federal funds (unless otherwise author-

ized by Federal statute). See also 
§ 200.306 Cost sharing or matching. 

§ 200.30 Cross-cutting audit finding. 

Cross-cutting audit finding means an 
audit finding where the same under-
lying condition or issue affects Federal 
awards of more than one Federal 
awarding agency or pass-through enti-
ty. 

§ 200.31 Disallowed costs. 

Disallowed costs means those charges 
to a Federal award that the Federal 
awarding agency or pass-through enti-
ty determines to be unallowable, in ac-
cordance with the applicable Federal 
statutes, regulations, or the terms and 
conditions of the Federal award. 

§ 200.32 [Reserved] 

§ 200.33 Equipment. 

Equipment means tangible personal 
property (including information tech-
nology systems) having a useful life of 
more than one year and a per-unit ac-
quisition cost which equals or exceeds 
the lesser of the capitalization level es-
tablished by the non-Federal entity for 
financial statement purposes, or $5,000. 
See also §§ 200.12 Capital assets, 200.20 
Computing devices, 200.48 General pur-
pose equipment, 200.58 Information 
technology systems, 200.89 Special pur-
pose equipment, and 200.94 Supplies. 

§ 200.34 Expenditures. 

Expenditures means charges made by 
a non-Federal entity to a project or 
program for which a Federal award was 
received. 

(a) The charges may be reported on a 
cash or accrual basis, as long as the 
methodology is disclosed and is con-
sistently applied. 

(b) For reports prepared on a cash 
basis, expenditures are the sum of: 

(1) Cash disbursements for direct 
charges for property and services; 

(2) The amount of indirect expense 
charged; 

(3) The value of third-party in-kind 
contributions applied; and 

(4) The amount of cash advance pay-
ments and payments made to sub-
recipients. 
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(c) For reports prepared on an ac-
crual basis, expenditures are the sum 
of: 

(1) Cash disbursements for direct 
charges for property and services; 

(2) The amount of indirect expense 
incurred; 

(3) The value of third-party in-kind 
contributions applied; and 

(4) The net increase or decrease in 
the amounts owed by the non-Federal 
entity for: 

(i) Goods and other property re-
ceived; 

(ii) Services performed by employees, 
contractors, subrecipients, and other 
payees; and 

(iii) Programs for which no current 
services or performance are required 
such as annuities, insurance claims, or 
other benefit payments. 

§ 200.35 Federal agency. 

Federal agency means an ‘‘agency’’ as 
defined at 5 U.S.C. 551(1) and further 
clarified by 5 U.S.C. 552(f). 

§ 200.36 Federal Audit Clearinghouse 
(FAC). 

FAC means the clearinghouse des-
ignated by OMB as the repository of 
record where non-Federal entities are 
required to transmit the reporting 
packages required by Subpart F—Audit 
Requirements of this part. The mailing 
address of the FAC is Federal Audit 
Clearinghouse, Bureau of the Census, 
1201 E. 10th Street, Jeffersonville, IN 
47132 and the web address is: http://har-
vester.census.gov/sac/. Any future up-
dates to the location of the FAC may 
be found at the OMB Web site. 

§ 200.37 Federal awarding agency. 
Federal awarding agency means the 

Federal agency that provides a Federal 
award directly to a non-Federal entity. 

§ 200.38 Federal award. 
Federal award has the meaning, de-

pending on the context, in either para-
graph (a) or (b) of this section: 

(a)(1) The Federal financial assist-
ance that a non-Federal entity receives 
directly from a Federal awarding agen-
cy or indirectly from a pass-through 
entity, as described in § 200.101 Applica-
bility; or 

(2) The cost-reimbursement contract 
under the Federal Acquisition Regula-
tions that a non-Federal entity re-
ceives directly from a Federal award-
ing agency or indirectly from a pass- 
through entity, as described in § 200.101 
Applicability. 

(b) The instrument setting forth the 
terms and conditions. The instrument 
is the grant agreement, cooperative 
agreement, other agreement for assist-
ance covered in paragraph (b) of § 200.40 
Federal financial assistance, or the 
cost-reimbursement contract awarded 
under the Federal Acquisition Regula-
tions. 

(c) Federal award does not include 
other contracts that a Federal agency 
uses to buy goods or services from a 
contractor or a contract to operate 
Federal Government owned, contractor 
operated facilities (GOCOs). 

(d) See also definitions of Federal fi-
nancial assistance, grant agreement, 
and cooperative agreement. 

§ 200.39 Federal award date. 

Federal award date means the date 
when the Federal award is signed by 
the authorized official of the Federal 
awarding agency. 

§ 200.40 Federal financial assistance. 

(a) For grants and cooperative agree-
ments, Federal financial assistance 
means assistance that non-Federal en-
tities receive or administer in the form 
of: 

(1) Grants; 
(2) Cooperative agreements; 
(3) Non-cash contributions or dona-

tions of property (including donated 
surplus property); 

(4) Direct appropriations; 
(5) Food commodities; and 
(6) Other financial assistance (except 

assistance listed in paragraph (b) of 
this section). 

(b) For Subpart F—Audit Require-
ments of this part, Federal financial as-
sistance also includes assistance that 
non-Federal entities receive or admin-
ister in the form of: 

(1) Loans; 
(2) Loan Guarantees; 
(3) Interest subsidies; and 
(4) Insurance. 
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